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Livestock Producers Urged to Enroll in Disaster Assistance Program by
Oct. 1

Producers who have suffered eligible disaster-related losses are encouraged to
act to secure assistance by Sept. 30, 2014, as congressionally mandated pay-
ment reductions will take place for producers who have not acted before that
date. Livestock producers that have experienced grazing losses since October
2011 and may be eligible for benefits but have not yet contacted their local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) office should do so as soon as possible.

The Budget Control Act passed by Congress in 2011 requires USDA to imple-
ment reductions of 7.3 percent to the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in
the new fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1, 2014. However, producers seeking LFP
support who have scheduled appointments with their local FSA office before Oct.
1, even if the appointment occurs after Oct.1, will not see reductions in the
amount of disaster relief they receive.

USDA is encouraging producers to register, request an appointment or begin a
Livestock Forage Disaster Program application with their county FSA office before
Oct. 1, 2014, to lock in the current zero percent sequestration rate. As an addi-
tional aid to qualified producers applying for LFP, the Farm Service's Agency has
developed an online registration that enables farmers and ranchers to put their
names on an electronic list before the deadline to avoid reductions in their disas-
ter assistance. This is an alternative to visiting or contacting the county office. To
place a name on the Livestock Forage Disaster Program list online, visit http:/
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster-register.

Producers who already contacted the county office and have an appointment
scheduled need do nothing more.

The Livestock Indemnity Program, the Tree Assistance Program and the Nonin-
sured Disaster Assistance Program Frost Freeze payments will also be cut by 7.3
percent on Oct. 1, 2014. Unlike the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, applica-
tions for these programs must be fully completed by Sept. 30. FSA offices will pri-
oritize these applications, but as the full application process can take several days
or more to complete, producers are encouraged to begin the application process
as soon as possible.

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program compensates eligible livestock producers
who suffered grazing losses due to drought or fire between Oct. 1, 2011 and Dec.
31, 2014. Eligible livestock includes alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy
cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep or swine
that have been or would have been grazing the eligible grazing land or pas-
tureland. Producers forced to liquidate their livestock may also be eligible for pro-

gram benefits.
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Additionally, the 2014 Farm Bill eliminated the risk
management purchase requirement. Livestock pro-
ducers are no longer required to purchase coverage
under the federal crop insurance program or Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assistance Program to be eligi-
ble for Livestock Forage Disaster Program assis-
tance.

To learn more about USDA disaster relief program,
producers can review the 2014 Farm Bill fact sheet
at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill, the LFP program fact
sheet, htip://go.usa.gov/5JTk, or contact their local
FSA office.

NAP Coverage Available for 2015 Crops for Live-
stock Feed Intended for Grazing

It is important that producers note that NAP cover-
age WILL be available for annually planted crops for
livestock feed intended for grazing because RMA is
not offering CAT level coverage under the Rainfall
Index-Annual Forage Insurance Plan. The NAP
sales closing date for this insurance is September
30, or March 1, or March 15 for crops planted in the
spring.

Please contact your local FSA office for questions
concerning NAP or your crop insurance agent for
questions concerning RMA crop insurance. A list of
agents can be found at www.rma.usda.gov/.

Filing for NAP Losses

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all
crops including grasses. For losses on crops cov-
ered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or
when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and
CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of
the final planting date for the crop.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up Contin-
ues

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and
nursery tree growers who experienced losses from

natural disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1,
2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program
(TAP). TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of
2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP pro-
vides financial assistance to qualifying orchard-
istsand nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate
eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural
disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that
produce an annual crop for commercial purposes.
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and
Christmas trees that are produced for commercial
sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualify-
ing tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligi-
ble trees, bushes or vines must have been owned
when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible
growers are not required to own the land on which
the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees,
bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved.
The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can re-
ceive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres an-
nually.

USDA Farm Service Agency Reminds Producers:
Farm Bill Allows Early Termination for Certain
CRP Contracts

USDA Kentucky Farm Service Agency reminds pro-
ducers that as of Aug. 6, producers with acres under
contract through the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) can apply for early contract termination, as
required by the 2014 Farm Bill. The deadline to re-
quest early CRP contract termination is Jan. 30,
2015.

The effective date for early termination is no earlier
than October 1, 2014. The CRP contract must been
in effect for at least five years and other conditions
must be met. The 2014 Farm Bill identifies 10 ex-
ceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the ear-
ly-out provisions. For a complete list of these excep-
tions, please view the program fact sheet online at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA File/

crp_opt out fact sht.pdf

Once a CRP contract termination request is ap-
proved by the FSA County Committee, the decision
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cannot be reversed and the contract cannot be rein-
stated. Producers must meet conservation compli-
ance provisions for all land that will be returned to
production.

For more information on or to determine eligibility
for early termination of existing CRP contracts,
please contact your local FSA office. For local FSA
Service Center contact information, please visit:
http://offices.sc.eqgov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Cotton Transition Assistance Program Enroll-
ment is Underway

Farmers can enroll in the Cotton Transition Assis-
tance Program (CTAP) through Oct. 7, 2014. The
enrollment period opened on Aug. 11, 2014.

The program, created by the 2014 Farm Bill, pro-
vides interim payments to cotton producers during
the 2014 crop year until the Stacked Income Protec-
tion Plan (STAX), a new insurance product also cre-
ated by the legislation, is available. Details on the
plan will be released by early fall.

CTAP applications approved before Oct. 1, are sub-
ject to congressionally mandated automatic reduc-
tions of 7.2 percent for the 2014 crop year. Applica-
tions approved after Oct. 1 will be reduced the re-
quired 7.3 percent for the 2015 crop year. The Budg-
et Control Act of 2011 requires USDA to implement
these reductions to program payments.

For more information about CTAP, visit a local FSA
office or go online to www.fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Wants YOU To Be Better Prepared for Dis-
asters!

Based on the 2012 Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) National Survey, 54 percent of the
U.S. population do not believe their community will
experience a natural disaster. Only 39 percent have
a plan they have discussed with their family mem-
bers, and almost 50 percent do not have supplies set
aside in their home for use in a disaster. Unfortu-
nately, a disaster will likely impact you at some point
in your life, and when it does, you may only have
seconds to respond. Your family, friends, and com-
munity are depending on you if a disaster happens.
Are you ready to act?

As a proud supporter of America’s PrepareAthon, the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) wants to share
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important information that will help you and your
family be better prepared in case of a disaster.

America’s PrepareAthon is a nationwide, community
-based campaign for action to increase emergency
preparedness and resilience. Every spring and fall,
organizations around the country will focus on pre-
paredness during a national day of action. These
national days of action drive participation in hazard-
specific drills, group discussions, and exercises.

Visit www.ready.gov/prepare to learn more about
America’s PrepareAthon and how you can improve
your preparedness plan for your family and your
community.

Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Mi-
croloan (ML) program to better serve the unique fi-
nancial operating needs of beginning, niche and
small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help
farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The
loan features a streamlined application process built
to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount
of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such
as hoop houses to extend the growing season, es-
sential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as
seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and
distribution expenses. As financing needs increase,
applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up
to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain fi-
nancing from a commercial lender under FSA’s
Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a mi-
croloan or would like to discuss other farm loan pro-
grams available should contact their local FSA office
to set up an appointment with a loan official.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a com-
plaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Custom-
er Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).
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